GENEVA  CONGRESS 

FOR  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

STATE  REGULATION  OF  VICE, 

HELD  DURING  SIX  DAYS,  VIZ.,— 

From  September  i-jth  to  September  227id,  1877. 


This  important  question,  in  its  various  aspects,  was  divided  into 
Five  .Sections,  which  were  presided  over  by  some  of  the  leading 
Medical  Men  and  Jurists  on  the  Continent. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Resolutions  that  were  passed 
after  long  and  animated  discussion  : — 

SECTION  OF  HYGIENE. 

Summary  op  Resolutions. — "  That  self-control  is  the  indispen- 
sable basis  of  health  ;  that  immorality  is  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
health  ;  that  the  Department  of  Public  Health  should  develope  all 
the  conditions  favourable  to  health,  of  which  morality  is  the  highest 
expression  ;  that  all  the  systems  of  Police  regulations  are  failures  ; 
that  the  compulsory  surgical  examination  of  women  is  revolting  to 
human  nature ;  that  it  can  only  reach  a  certain  number  of  Prosti- 
tutes ;  that  it  is  not  to  be  relied  upon  to  discover  the  gravest  constitu- 
tional form  of  disease ;  and  that  consequently  it  gives  a  false 
security  in  regard  to  the  health  of  the  women  examined  ;  that  the 
diseases  in  question  should  be  treated  in  general  hospitals  as  freely 
as  others  ;  that  decency  should  be  preserved  in  the  streets,  and  that 
public  scandal  should  be  repressed,  whether  caused  by  men  or 
by  women." 

SECTION  OF  SOCIAL  ECONOMY. 

Summary  of  Resolutions. — "  That  women  are  not  sufficiently 
protected  in  their  interests,  rights,  and  economic  independence';  that 
restrictions  on  female  labour  should  be  removed,  and  that  it  should 
be  better  paid ;  and  that  women  should  enjoy  equal  advantages 
with  men  as  regards  instruction  and  education." 

SECTION  OF  MORALITY. 

Summary  of  Resolutions. — "  That  impurity  is  as  reprehensible 
in  men  as  in  women  ;  that  the  regulation  of  vice  tends  to  destroy 
this  idea,  and  is  an  incitement  to  sin  ;  that  the  medical  examina- 
tion is  an  outrage,  and  the  Police  regulations  opposed  to  personal 
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liberty  and  common  riglitfj ;  that  tlio  State  wliicl.  a.lopta  this  sys- 
tem ceases  to  protect  equally  both  sexes;  and  that  whilst' it 
degrades  women,  it  incites  to  debauchery,  and  sanctions  the  idea 
that  vicious  indulgence  is  a  necessity  for  men." 

SEOTIOIT  or  BENEFICENCE. 

_  Summary  op  Resolutions.—"  That  State  regulation  is  incon- 
sistent with  all  endeavours  to  rescue  and  restore  the  fallen ;  that 
'Homes'  when  established,  should  be  as  little  'penitentiary'  as 
possible,  Christian  love  being  the  only  successful  agency ;  that  the 
'  white  slave  trade'  should  be  stopped  by  a  system  of  international 
communications  ;  and  that  the  interests  of  women  who  are  seeking' 
employment  in  foreign  countries  should  be  carefully  watched  over? 

SECTION  OF  LEGISLATION. 

Summary  of  Eesolutions. — "  That  the  State  has  no  right  to 
regulate  vice,  and  ought  never  to  make  a  compromise  with  evil  or 
sacrifice  constitutional  guarantees  to  questionable  interests  ;  that 
regulation  necessarily  involves  the  arbitrary  rule  of  the  Police  and 
the  violation  of  judicial  safeguards  against  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment ;  that  women  are  thus  outlawed ;  that  in  regulation  the 
State  violates  its  own  laws,  which  forbid  incitement  to  debauchery, 
becomes  an  accomplice  in  such  incitement,  and  ceases  to  protect 
minors  ;  that  regulation  creates  and  developes  vice,  increases  disease, 
clandestine  immorality,  and  crimes  against  purity ;  that  immoral 
men  have  no  right  to  look  to  the  State  for  protection  from  dangers 
voluntarily  incurred  ;  and  that  the  State  should  protect  minors, 
punish  'procurism,'  and  prevent  all  collective  organization  of  vice; 
that  is  to  say,  it  ought  to  punish  the  keepers  of  houses  of  public 
debauchery,  and  to  punish  the  letting  of  houses  or  other  dwellings 
for  such  purposes." 

The  above  conclusions  may  seem  to  some  self-evident  and  indis- 
putable, yet  they  are  all  more  or  less  traversed  by  the  Contagious 
Diseases  Acts. 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  Resolutions  do  not  only  attack 
the  immoral  and  indecent  practices  which  are  essential  to  the  car- 
rying out  of  these  obnoxious  Acts,  but  also  point  out  the  causes  of 
vice,  and  suggest  the  best  and  only  proper  methods  of  dealing  with 
them. 


This  Leaflet  is  issued  by  the  Scottish  National  Association  for  the  Eepeal  of  fh« 
Contagrious  Diseases  Acta,  5  St.  Andrew  Square,  Edinburgh.  Other  Leaflets  and 
information  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Hon.  Secretary. 


